
Patrick Neveling 
Historical Institute, Contemporary History in Global Perspective 
patrick.neveling@hist.unibe.ch 

 
 

Manifestations of Globalisation?: 
Changing Relations of Production and Exchange in the 

Mauritian Textile and Garment Industry 
 
PhD-Project, Funded by: MLU Halle/Wittenberg; Association of Friends and 
Supporters of the MLU; GSAA Halle (07/2003 - 11/2008) 
The Project is concerned with the massive changes in Mauritian society and 
economy preceeding and following the planned liberalisation of world trade, 
scheduled for January 1st 2005 under the GATT/WTO. Although a full liberalisation of 
markets so far has not come about, the textile and garment industry - once the 
driving force of an economic boom that turned Mauritius into an “economic miracle in 
the Indian Ocean” - has seen numerous foreign and local investors leave. My 
research and analysis has shown how important the Mauritian stateʼs contribution to 
all these changes was: The government established global trade connections by 
turning the whole island into an Export Processing Zone (EPZ) as early as 1970. 
Furthermore, the state (sometimes hand in hand with religious institutions) helped to 
mediate the new labour regimes and body politics workers were subject to in the 
1970s. Political identifications also changed substantially, when a post-1968 socialist 
movement turned into a driving force of economic development in the 1980s. As 
recently as 1995, when it became evident that the WTO regime was anything but a 
blessing, government and ministers became intermediaries between delocalising 
investors, laid-off workers and the sometimes outraged general public.  
Given that the Mauritian state thus was and is a crucial translator of the ever-
changing “manifestations of globalisation”, I argue that applying Harveyʼs conceptual 
shift from Fordist to flexible accumulation regimes to Mauritius (and most probably 
any postcolonial nation) is impossible. Instead, I suggest that it is more fruitful to 
analyse and understand the Mauritian situation along the uneven developments of 
sectors (sugar, textiles, tourism, services) and their historical embeddedness into the 
local economy and society. Within this framework, one can then identify diverse 
(social) mobilities that households experience according to their strategies within an 
intra-Mauritian transnational setting of economic actors.  
 
Travels, expenses and salaries for ten months research have been funded by the 
MLU, which has also – together with the GSAA – financially and logistically supported 
the time of analysis and writing up.   

 
 


