The Swiss Society of Latin American Studies
invite you to the Workshop
The Future of Higher Education in Latin America:
Knowledge, Engagement, and Global Partnerships

University of Bern, October 2 & 3, 2025, Mittelstrasse 43, Room 220
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The Future of Higher Education in Latin America:
Knowledge, Engagement, and Global Partnerships

The Swiss Society of Latin American Studies (SSLAS) and the Ibero-
American Studies at the University of Bern will host a workshop on
2-3 October 2025, with the support of the Swiss Academy of Huma-
nities and Social Sciences (SAGW). The event will explore the future
of higher education in Latin America and its relevance within global
academic debates. It will critically examine the role of universities as
agents of social transformation, taking into account their historical le-
gacies, contemporary innovations, and emerging challenges. Drawing
on pedagogies, theories, and key concepts from the region, partici-
pants will reflect on how Latin American institutions foster civic en-
gagement, address epistemic injustices, and integrate diverse systems
of knowledge. The workshop will also consider threats to academic
freedom, state interventions, and restrictive policies under different
political regimes, as well as the potential of transnational collaborati-
ons. Furthermore, it will ask what European universities might learn
from the innovative approaches developed in Latin America. Bringing
together diverse disciplinary perspectives, the event aims to promote
equitable partnerships and alternative academic models that transcend
the traditional North-South hierarchies.
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El futuro de la educacién superior en América Latina:
conocimiento, compromiso y alianzas globales

La Sociedad Suiza de Estudios Latinoamericanos (SSLAS) y los Estu-
dios Iberoamericanos de la Universidad de Berna organizaran un taller
los dias 2 y 3 de octubre de 2025, con el apoyo de la Swiss Academy of
Humanities and Social Sciences (SAGW). El evento explorarad el futu-
ro de la educacién superior en América Latina y su relevancia en los
debates académicos globales. De igual forma, analizard criticamente
el papel de las universidades como agentes de transformacién social,
considerando sus legados histéricos, innovaciones contemporaneas y
desafios emergentes. A partir de pedagogias, teorias y conceptos clave
de la region, las y los participantes reflexionaran sobre cémo las insti-
tuciones latinoamericanas fomentan el compromiso civico, abordan
las injusticias epistémicas e integran diversos sistemas de conocimien-
to. El taller también abordara las amenazas a la libertad académica, las
intervenciones estatales y las politicas restrictivas bajo distintos regi-
menes politicos, asi como el potencial de las colaboraciones transna-
cionales. Asimismo, se planteara qué pueden aprender las universida-
des europeas de los enfoques innovadores desarrollados en América
Latina. Reuniendo perspectivas disciplinares diversas, el evento busca
promover alianzas equitativas y modelos académicos alternativos que
trasciendan las jerarquias tradicionales entre el Norte y el Sur.
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